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It’s with great pleasure that the Walkway 
Gallery presents this exhibition of del 
kathryn barton. 

del kathryn barton is recognised as one of 
Australia’s foremost figurative painters, 
known for being able to spellbind and awe 
viewers. Often representing extreme and 
opposing forces – real versus mythical; 
vulnerability versus immense strength; 
brevity versus timelessness; fear versus 
knowing – barton’s work dazzles and 
confounds, leaving you with a lingering 
sensation of having glimpsed the 
impossible.  She herself says that her art 
means “everything” and “is like a life force”.

barton is a two-time winner of Australia’s 
most prestigious prize for portraiture – the 
Archibald Prize – a position shared with 
only one other female artist, Judy Cassab.  
Her winning 2008 portrait featured barton 
with her children, and the 2013 winning 
portrait was of Australian actor, Hugo 
Weaving. 

This exhibition explores barton's transition 
into film making showcasing major works 
from the collection of the Art Gallery of 
South Australia, including the large painting 
for the feeling (2011), the animated work The 
Nightingale and the Rose (2015) with 
filmmaker Brendan Fletcher and the 
gallery's recent acquisition RED, a short film 
featuring Cate Blanchett, Australian actor 
Alex Russell and Sydney Dance Compa-
ny's Charmene Yap. 

Her decorative, highly detailed work is 
known for their vibrant, figurative imagery – 
often combining traditional painting 
techniques with contemporary design and 
illustrative styles. Through her highly 
detailed works, she has been able to deal 
with strong emotions that have prevailed 
since childhood. Her work is unashamedly 
“girly” and mystical; she embraces ideas of 
feminity, female sexuality and motherhood, 
and aligns women with nature.  

RED
2015, Sydney, Australia
High resolution digital video, 15 minutes, edition 2/3
Gift of the Art Galley of South Australia Contemporary Collectors 2016 
Art Gallery of South Australia

the nightingale
& the rose
2011-2014, Sydney, Australia
Film, 14 min 12 secs, edition 3/6
Gift of the artist through the Art Gallery of South Australia Contemporary 
Collectors 2016, Australian Government’s Cultural Gifts Program 
Art Gallery of South Australia

for the feeling
2011, Sydney, Australia
Synthetic polymer paint, gouache, watercolour, ink on canvas
Gift of the Art Gallery of South Australia Foundation 2011
Art Gallery of South Australia. 

walkway gallery (ground floor)
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Our committment remains to present work 
that not only reflects the contemporary 
Australian culture but challenges, engages 
and invites locals and visiting audiences to 
be curious about contemporary art. No 
doubt some of you will find this work 
challenging and naturally it will create lively 
debate and discussion. That’s okayl! Spend 
some time here - be open, be curious and 
don’t be afraid to ask questions. 

Once again, I extend a sincere thanks to 
Nick Mitzevich, Director of the Art Gallery of 
South Australia, who has generously 
supported us to present another of 
Australia’s leading contemporary artists. I 
also thank the wonderful staff at the Art 
Gallery of South Australia for their 
willingness and committment in making this 
happen. 

Thank you for visiting the Walkway Gallery!

Naomi Fallon
Walkway Gallery


